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$ Eonldertle Serious Jue- 


flions couching CHVRCH 
5 GOVERNMENT. 


Fi, Ppropounded.( out of a Real] Deſire 


4 of V nitie, and Tranquillicy 1n Church 

' andState)toall Sober-minded” Chriſtians,Cordially 

- alfeQinga ſpeedy ſetled Reformarion,and Brather- | 

k. 0 Jy = Vnion-in all our Churches and Do- | 
ans; now [raiſerably. waſted with. Civill 


- Unngtarall Warrcs, and'deplorably lacerated - 
-. - .-* with Eeclefialticall DOR: 


Po. By Wdham Prome, of Lincol nes Ine, Eſquire. 


_ 


| —— 


_ x. Cor. 1. 10,; 


"pl phijondhy you Brethrenby the Name'ef Our Lord: [Jeſas Churſt, ehiiry 2e alt F, 

p. "Peake.rhe ſame thing," and that there be no —_— among "you but that nebe & 

| 206 Toes wd Rune eye minde, avudinthe ſame judgements” © 

LL Or. 3+ 33 4+ | 

by "I arr Jer carnal! : for whereas there 3s "among mu env ng, « Long ftriftend. di- DP 

> vibponc dreQe hottarndl; and wilke at men: 7" SY 

[- ron ji am of 'Þ al, \and another, Tam of Apollo, are'ye not ——_ *' 4d 
T Cor. 14, 33: , 

d wor the Anchomaf nqpieniſe ur of peace, as in all Churches id the 's ants. 
: Car eb oi WELY erate Df PO DI fi / 7 


wes OO LONDOM, 


® :Piihd bys D.. for, Michael Sparke Senior, and areto be foldar 
l Jo ; the Blew. Bible in Green Arbozr; x: 644. 3 
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26 Aving neither Lei/xre nor Oportanity to debats the late wy. 
> Happy ef renee Prune UP amongſt us touching Cherch Gy. 

” / vernement (dilputcd atlarge by Maſter Herle, Door Steward 

B21 1G Maſter Rotherford, Maſter Edwards , Maſter Darey , Maſter 
TP Goodwin, Maiter Nye, Maſter Sympſon, and others, )whichmuch 
/ =. -retard the ſpeedy an > 00 y and eſtabliſhment of har 
py Reformation, weeall earneſt pray or , and ar leaſt pretend Cordially to 
Aelire, I have (rt: the importuſury of ſome Reverend Friends, ) digeſted my ſubj- 
” taneapprehenſions of theſe diſtrattimg Controverſies , into the enſuing confide- 
rable,® weſtions, which adly pondered, & ſolidly debated by ſober-minded peace- 
ably diſpoſed men of greater. Ab:lity aud FVacaxcy for ſach a worke, then T enjoy, 
may, put a happy period 'to all our dzſſextiops about ths. /ubje&, and heanjly 

' mite our devided Judgements, Afﬀections, *the Derter to ſecure our {elves 
gainſt the 'common Enemics, who prevaile' moſt by our diviſions. '-" 

: I. Whether the Goſpel being by Chriſts owne Injunction, - to be (+) preach , 

fa) Marth. 28. ;, ,y A ations and people whatſo ever,(who have their ſeverall ſtabliſhcd different 
go 2 OS formes of Civill Government, Lawes, Manners, Rulcs, and Cuſtomes, fatabte 
. 5x8. Col.c fo their reſpeivediſpolitions, clines, repablikes,) ir can be infallibly evidenced 

' $+.6443- by any Goſpell Text, Thar C' breft hath peremporidy prtſcribed one and the felfe 
Ephel. 3. 5-to ſame forme of Eccleſiaſtical Government Aiſcipline, Rites to all Nations, Churches 
Its in all particulars from which they may in no caſe vary, #naer paine of mortall ſor, 
Sciſme, or being no tree Churches of Chriſt, with whom good Chriſtians may not 

* - ſafely communicate? Or(rather)whether every ſeverall Nation, republike and Na- 
tionall Church hath not under the Goſpell( > )z Libertie and latitude left themto 

(6)4.Ccr. 14, chyſe and (ettle (ſuch an orderly form of Charch-Government, diſcipline, and Ec: 
"<9, ile 34: eltfrafticall Rites, as is moſt ſnitable to their particular Civill Government, Lawes 
Aanners,Cuſtomes:alwaies provided it Seconſonant and no waies repugnant to the 

.. -; Word of Godmor, projudliciats tohus fineere Worſhip,orthepeeples ſalvation, nor ſuch 

4 hinters their Chriſtian (, ommunion, amity, Char jty among thitm[elvs& with - 

' they true Ghriſtian Churches? This:heing(asl conceive)s generally received truth 
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. among all(<c) Proreſtant Churches ; the; very ſubſtance of the 34. Article of the 
(<) See, ahi. - (hurcb.of England; of. the 77 Atricle ot the Church gf. dyeland;. and of the 
. "Conie Tons Statuftes of 2. Z 3. E. 6.c.1,3.8 4, B: 6,t..10\5..& 6: ZeÞ66.1-3Ehz.c.2,8, 
Scfiomiogre £liz.ca, And whether ſore things 37 all (pureb\Gonrrnwwnts., Difciphmes Ce 
16.” remonies whatſoever, are nat and vnſt wor be left to human® prudence , for which 
there is no direft precept nor pattern it ſacred Heritiinclrernth is aſſent ea:ts by al 

parties, Churches whatſoever, in theory or prattiſe. = x4 

______. 2. Whether, ifany Kingdom or Nation ſhall by.a Nationall Councel , Synod 

- and Parliament, upon ſerious debare,Ele& ſuch a pÞblike Charch-Governmeng 
Rites, diſcipline asthey conceivetobemeſ} Conſonant to Gods Word, to, the# 

(4}1 Cor. 14. Eawes,Government under which they live, and mannersof their people,and then 
3%33, Rom; ſettle chem bya- gencrall law ; all paroles hatches Members of char Kingdome- 
73. 142, 1 Per. and Nation, be nodthereby atiuatly obliegetH-pvintaf (4) Conſcience & Chr 
G2 427 # ſtianity, readily to ſubmit Sei and no. wayes to.ſecke an exemption fromiy,. 
33s. 12-3 under paine of beingguiltie of Arrogancie Scilme, Conmmacic, and lyable-w; 
= tach penalties axare das to theſe offences? 44 | 4 Whes- 
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w Whether that forme of EcclchafticallGovernement, which hath ſufficient(if 

os beſt) warrant for it inthe New. Teſtament ;; the examples of the Primitive 
Unchs oft bclt reformed Chunches inghis latter ageta backe ir the tefoluti- 

' ns. of the moſt eminent: perſons for. Learning and. Pietie in all. Protcltant 
wrehes , approving it, tends moſt to effet?,eftabliſo Chriſtian( © )D netie,Peace Ce) r Cor. rx. 
Amity ,u-the Churches, Nations, K pugdomes embracing sr,and with forraigh 12.0 29.c.1 4c 

rc 6s profciling the ſame Religion;ſaites beſt with the publike civil Govern- 3 3+ © 1+ 70. 
tz. Lawes, Manners of thoſe Realmes. who receive.it ,. and, ſerves moſt cf- '2 5-© 3176, 
ſefaly to prevent, ſuppreſls all Herelies, Errors, Scilines, Fadtions, diverlitics of 2/9$:32097 

| pmions,corruptions of manners Libertiniſme, Injuſtice, with other inconveni- Ta. $.14.35,16» 

| eagies Which may mfc{t a Church: of. State ; is not to be choſen, reccived as a 37, 18.” Phil, 

| meundoubted Church-Governement, agreable to the Goſpellof Chriſt, and to **,1+22 3+, + 

tep ferred before chat Eccleſiaſticall Government, which hath no ſuch expreſle * Cor. 3.3e 4+ 

rant for it in Ak ers patterne for, it in the / Primitive,or beſt refarmed 
rches, no generall approbation of the molt eminent perſons for Learning 
k& Piety in all Proceſtant Churches, aflerting it ; tendes not to effet main- 

FY or eftabliſh Chriſizan Vnutie, Peace , Amnic in the Churches, Nati- 

bobs, K. ngdo ES FRDIRGNg. : ſuits nor with their;eftabliſhed civill Lawes,Go- 

xramentand, is no cffectuall meanes to prevent or ſuppreſſe, bur rather ro intro- 

Eye all Hereſies, Errors, Scilmes, Faftions, diverſitics of opinions, 

mgupuiongof manners, Libertinzme, Injuſtice(for wantof Appeales) and other 

pnvenicncees, Which may infeſt a Charchor State ? 
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_  -Twelutconfiderable ſerious Queftions touching Church Government, 
ro- Chriſtianity, ſince Chriſts time, till within our memories? If yea ; then 
the Independents nominate the place, age, Author, ifth mas "alls then _ 
leflethat can be ho Church Government ' of Chrifts or his "Apoſtles Inſtitution 
which had neveryetany being,” or approbation in the world, till this preſent 
aye, for onzhrrhat can be proved. h \ 

7-Whether che ſalfe-ſame Law of Nature,God, and rule of rectified reaſon, 

which inſtructed, warranted: all perſons,Nations,as they mulriplyed,from privare 
*Gen'4 17:c, families tounite themſebuesinto ſeverall V/ ilages, Cries, K rngdoms,Republikes, 
z0.&21 & and to ſubjetrhemftlves tg ſome one or other publike forme of Civill Govern- 
14: Arif;pol, ment, and ſuch generall-Laws, (odliging all perſons, ſocieties of men alike ) which 
lib'2.c.1. >. they conccived moſt uſcfal,. neceſlary for their common fafety, and protperity; 
&c, did not heretofore,and now likewiſe teach perfwade & inſtru all men to uſe the 

| ſdfe-fame form of proceeding in matters of Church Government, as thenumber 

of Chriftians, Churches mulciplyed,,or ſhall yer encreafe among them ? Since al 

Nations whatſoever upon their converſion to Chriftianitie have proceeded in 

this Method , asall Eccleſtaſticall Hiſtories and the As of Conncels.teſtifie ?- 

For example, firſt one perſon(or more)in a Nation was converted to the Faithof 

#Rom.16 15 Chriſt-; who converted his Family; and fo perchance for a time_had a private 
x Cor.16,19.*' Charchin his owne houſe ; This Family Br eiinvertba other 'perſans, fami- 

| AQsr11.1g. ro fjeg' by. degrees, who unired themſelves into a: Congregationall or Pariſh. 
&c 13-14 Ghurch ; after which the Chriſtians mutriplying , and *their Princes, Magi-. 

16, and 17. : : 6 4,0 7" Pa > Ms 

andad cat, ſtrates, Nations embracing the oy iſtian Religion, they divided themſelves into 
of -which- Parochiall . 
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vernment of tional Clutch," '/ blerved ith AtReligions, Nations. 
; noo wp it the world fuice' Adams time tillfiow, for ought appears rome, * 
Geatioe 5 -Carnete! 3, The harmony of Confeffions;!7ndeweatand other Canon: its; (1) Commos Preſe' 
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'£x3402.3,1.4+-C- C D, 
PR Dey 6 G patibns- gathered.” not.of Tnfidels, bur of men already 
Ar in the Chriltian fauth; of whi [Fotige of Congreaatng 
( ons . | private: Conventicles 
cr” fer werenot Independents 
34-0 33. 2. Scripture. Reaſors,” or - Authority can 
24 T.to.40, | ich Te vet C &e, nor Yet.” 
x Ekron,3141; Kiſh ndependent ChurchesFT@n yer {ee-no ground. ET 
 "16:9,c 28.1, 2. --$; Whether the conceflion. of one C thurth throughont the world... 
"591. 85 4lhed by none + che (+) National ſembly and Church of the 1/rerlier under. 
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*, ff Finclve.confiderable ſerious Queſtions touchipg Church Government. 5 
en lee WM the Law, (Who had yer their diſtin& Synagogues and Parochiall Aﬀemblics ) Iw- c.6 3. 12,1; 
oube. friturod, appr oved by God himſelfe, the S yuodall A ſſemblic of the Apoſtles, Elders, ©7>8,9,c, 20 
ution, WW and Brethren at En, Ads 15. who (1) made and ſent binding Deerces to 155 14 ©2332 
reſent the:Charches of the Gentiles in Antioch, Syria, Cylicia, and ether Churches ; com- _ : ny. ; 
ed with the ſeverall generall(m ) /»junttions of Paxl in his Epililes to Timothy, Exra,z Lt 
alon , Titms, the Corinthians, and other Churches hec wrote to, touching Church difci- 1 &c Neh-8, 
3vate pline, Order,Government ; ſeconded with all Oecamenicall, National, Provinci- 4 0418, Luk, 


likes, al,Conncels, Synods; and the Church Government cxerciſed throughout the world, (1) As Ss 
Vern- inall Chriſtian Realmes, Stares, from their firſt gencrall reception of the Goſpell ;,*to —_— 
which till this preſent ; compared with As 7. 38. c. 2. 47. C. F.II..C. 8. I. 3. C. 12. 5» 14.C. 21.35, 
ity; e, 15.22. C, 20. 28, Math, 16, 18. Epheſ; 3. 10. 21. C.y..25. 27. 29. 32. Col. I (=) - Cor,7a17 
fe the 18. 24. 1 T4. 3. 5- 15.-Be not an infallible proote and Juſtification of National ©: **- 6.6," 4, 


22.C.16, I. 2. 


mber Churches; of a common Presbyrterian, Claſficall government, to which particular 77 1 en 
ce all Congregations, Perſons ought to be ſubordinate, & an-apparcnt ſubverſion of the rey, i, 114, 


ed in WM NovelLIndependent Invention 2 Whether all anfivers ;1ven to theſe.examples & 20.c, 2.7, 
ie 2-8 Tcxis, by Independents be not, when duly ſcanned, meere palpable ſhifts. or ©: 22. 14 _ - 
ichof Wl &vaſions which can neither fatisfie the Contciences or Judgements of any intel- ” AUS $-31<ts. 
ivate WF ligent. Chrift5ans ? And whether their argument from theſe phraſes (n) the Chur- ade - b/ 
ani- WW es, the'Chxrches of Chriſt, of Afia, Macedonia ; all Churches,&c. in the plurall Cor.7 - 454 x 
ariſh WF aumber.( meant only of the Churches then planted in feverall Cities, Provinces, car1, 16+ c.14. 
{agi- WF Regions, Nations, under diſtin& civil Governments, compriſed in Scriptureain- 33534-c-16. 
inro WF der-this aggregate Title che Church, oft times, and then equivalent to Nationall | ?-* Cor.8. x 
hall 8 Ghurchcs: ed out of them as the Goſpell, and bclcevers. of it multiplied ) be . oy 
\ai- W- 27 moreor better proofe of particular Independent Churches in one & the {clfe z T hef by "P 


cial WM ane City, Nation, Kingdome, Republique ; Then Hiſtorians, Councells, and Rev.1.12420; 


ene- WF - Canons mentioning of the Churches of England, Scotland, Irelard, Wales, France, © 3-7: I's 13. 
hap- WW Spaing; or the Churches within the Province of Canterburie, Yorke, or Dioceſſe > wha 4 : Ni Y Zo 


1n+ WF "ok. Londor, &c.argite, all or any of their Pariſh Churches to be Independent, nor , jy , , 
Go-. Wc Parochiall- Church in all theſe Realmes being yet independent, but alwayes Mic 4.1.co a 
ons. WF fabordinate to the- whole Nationall or Provincall Churches, Councels, Parlia- Pi. 72.. 17, 
| ments;Synods of theſe Kingdomes, as all Authors and experience witnes.. /, P£82.8. Pal, 

I 9:.Whether the Independencs challenge of the Presbyrerians to ſhew them 22m, 3 rags 
'o/- W- any National: Church, Profeſfing Chriſt 11 our $Saviours or the Apoſtles dayes,. IG mos 94G 
15: crea one-Nation totally converted to the Chriſtian faith, or any generall c.g. :2:23 .c. 

C 


tp 5 open profeſſion made of it by the Princes, Majeſtrates and Major part of any Na- F4. 1.243.c.60, 
| tion, Kingdome, Republique, who were thenall generally Pagans and Perſecu- 3/9 24 Zach, 

att WF 'tors of che Goſpell, not then univerſally embraced, be not a moſt irrationallun= WG) To $5 

d, WM jt demand:? And whether this Argument from thence.” ; "Mar, 32. - 5% 


dy WF «There was. no-Nationall Church profeiſing Chriſtian Religion in the Apoſtles A&.12-46.47, 
Y | Hayes (before any Nation totally converted to Chriſtianity. ) 48. R6.10,48, 
ot WF. :» &rgo, there git to be no.ſuch Nationall Church now;zthough the(odReepber 2082012. &c. 
a-. WH fong beter affur ;and(p):Chrift with his Apoſtles certainly kneW & pre Hed :Þ 16, 5, 
4.2%. 03 Jane rage | -Or, 16,19, 
an ” Wire ſhrewd: be Nationall eouver;ions, Churches after their dayes. 3:4 Dol. 4x85 
« WW © Be notas abſurd an Argument as theſe enſuing.” | -,- Vhilew.z.23,. 
re WE {There was no-Nation wholy converted to th- faith, nor any Church-mcetiigs Heb. qr. 37, 
- Wa #Ehriftians in publique Churches, bur exly im (q) privat Families, Caugs, Cer- gon 20,7, 
S OO 10008 OS. GAAOE oh 
 , CEE I HR a _ Kigo. Y%.-8: In 
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| (9havs 1.1 bdeevers mulnplyed;then they and the Apoſtles ordained { {)Leaconric after 
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-u_ Ergo, no Nations ought robe totally converred- wo the faith, norany Chrig. 
ans-to meete in n pub Chunchs, -buronely inprivaccFamilics, Caves, Cornzry 
now;as they di 
'There was no Nation, Kingdom, City, Republique,C atholique, Congregational, 
or Parochiall Church.in . Adams yonger dayes, - before people: were multiplyed, 
but only a family Government,and Church. . 
: Ergo, there ought to be none but an Occonomicall or: Family Government, 
and Church, butno Nation, Kingdome, City, Republike, Catholike, or Pariſh 
Church now. No man will be ſovoidot {ence or-reaſontoargue thus. 
Every man. in his Infancy is borne deſtiture of Religion, of the uſe- of ſpeeck, 
-C 19 Gal. us 7+ reaſon, underſtanding, faith, legs, 8c. 
” AG 6.5.  Erg0, he ought to.contmue ſo-when he1s growne a. man. 
Rom.16 4.16, Yet Chis is the maine Argument of ſoine Independents. 2:1 
x Cor 7.17. The Chriſtian Church in the Apoſtles tuncs, whiles ſhe vras in her very In 
7l1.16cc.14, fancy, and under perſe acting not Nationall, but 1oand ſo, ( yer-never Inde- 
33.c-19% 19. pendent.) 
, gn - : " Erpo,(he muſt not now be Nationall, but ſtill/neccfharily continte1n, and be 
yok 8.1 TheC-reduced to her primitive infant condition, and toan Independent Goyernurent. 
1Rey, 1-11, Whenasthe very Hiſtory of the Ats, and Pauls Epiſtles clearly informe us, 
0. 6.22, 16, _ that as thenumber of Chriftians multipiyed,ſo their ( "Churches, Church:Oth- 
cers multiplyed,their Church government, Diſcipline vanied.. At tirlt' the Chriſti- 
an Church had none bur els to preach and. inftruk the people; -burrwhin 
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'(OA@r1. 30. that (t) Elders, Evangelical Biſhops, widdowes with other:Church:© ficers. nd 
£419-3.4+ Phil, then fell, not only to Write »ew'Gaſpells, E piftles,Canonicall Seriptares, and rults 
- 3.1. Tit, 1.5-, of faith, (as appeares by theawhole New Teſtament ) for theChurchesturcher'w- 
-{n Tim. z<c. 0 ſtruction, Editication, direftion,by the fpeciall guidance of (m) Gods ſpirit an ''F 
GecF-I7:Tam. , preſcribe new neceſſary (x) Rules, Canons, dire trons, With - matrersof 


TY Eon Order, Diſcipline, as new occaſions were Offercd, ; whickberey.abordhinu, | 


be 3 Eph.4, ſupplying,inſticuting new Rites, Orders; Canons, things necetlary or exped! 

- $1-12,1;- fork £4 hurches peace and welfare, chey-tranſmnicred to-pofterity 3 and all Char- 
x Tin 5.3:9: cliff of Chriſt in all ages , places ,7yea- the: Independents / themſdvesy have. 
ms. oli, claimed and exerciſed this very liberty, as their right ; there being many things 

(v)2 Tim. 3. their independent Government, which:ihave nv capretle WAITant 1or cxmnge 

x6. -n facred wit to juſtite thew, 

-{x)x Cori. t - 20, Whether Independents c#\ produce en one dolid reaſon, why they ought 

& 3-848 5-gor (in Point of Conſeicace.)) willingly to ſubmir toa Preſbyreriall Government 
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ene conſiderable ſerious Queſtions touching Charch'Governmemt ent. 
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